THE NIZAM'S COUET.                           45

appointed to Hyderabad to see justice done to the firm of
William Palmer and Company. Unquestionably he did
no injustice; but as Sir Charles Metcalfe was in the Council
of India, no influence was used by Stewart to procure that
firm either right or justice but in obedience to the strict
letter of his orders, and those orders were framed in such
a cold-water spirit that little could be expected to come
out of them, and but little was obtained.

Colonel Stewart supported Chundoo Lall's administra-
tion, from a conviction that there was no man in the
country better fitted for the post of Premier; but it was
impossible that a partiality for that minister personally
should not have been engendered by their intercourse.
The very worst thing said of Colonel Stewart in respect of
this partiality is, that a swindle of Chundoo Lall's having
been brought with some warmth and reprobation to his no-
tice, instead of feeling disgusted at the trick, he expressed
himself amused at the cleverness with which it was per-
formed. Is it possible that this amusement might not
have been occasioned by the manner in which the com-
munication was made to him ?

Colonel Stewart was directed to tellNaseer-ood-Dowlah,
the Nizam, that, unlike his father, he was left free to act
in his own affairs; the context being that he might as he
pleased retain or dismiss Eaja Chundoo LalL Naseer-ood-
Dowlah had no objection to the Eaja; on the contrary,
considered himself indebted to the Minister for his quiet
succession to his rightful patrimony. Eaja Chundoo Lall's
administration was complained of at the same time, and
the Nizam further informed, that if the Minister did
not ameliorate the condition of the country in two years,
the British Government would recommend his dismis-
sal. The Nizam, faithful to his benefactor, retained Eaja

